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MEMORANDUM OF UI-\-f'?EBRSjTIANDING ON TECHNICAL
COOPERATION
BETWEEN
THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA
AND
THE OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Within the framework of enhancing cooperation between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia represented by the Human Rights Commission (hereinafter referred to as “the
Commission™) and the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (hereinafter
referred to as “the Office of the High Commissioner”), and with a view to develop
activities, programmes and national capacity building in human rights-related fields; and in
light of the positive outcome of the visit of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights during the period 3-5/5/1431 AH, corresponding to 17-19/4/2010, and her
meeting with the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz Al
Saud, King of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and on the basis of the numerous meetings
between the team of experts visiting Riyadh from the Office of the High Commissioner and
the Commission’s officials during the period 16-21/1/1432 AH, corresponding to 22-
27/12/2010, the Commission and the Office of the High Commissioner (hereinafter jointly
referred to as the “Parties”) have agreed to the following:

Axticle 1

The Office of the High Commissioner shall implement the activities and cooperation
programmes provided for in this Memorandum through the Commission and in
coordination with the Commission and other competent Government authorities in the

Kingdom.
Article 2

The Office of the High Commissioner shall, in accordance with its strategic priorities,
coopetate with the Commission in order to enhance the Commission’s national capabilities
for the protection of human rights and to develop, formulate, and implement activities and

programmes designed to promote and disseminate a culture of human rights in the .
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Kingdom, as well as to conduct training progréfiiines in human rights-related fields. To this

end, the Office of the High Commissioner shall aim to:

1. Enhance the capabilities of competent officials of the Kingdom in the field of
international human rights law, in particular with regards to the mechanisms of the
United Nations and other specialised relevant international organizations, by deploying
Saudi nationals to work in the Office of High Commissioner headquarters in Geneva,
and its field offices, through the United Nations Associate Experts Programme.

2. Prepare, develop and implement specialised training programmes in human rights-
related fields, within the Kingdom and abroad, including programmes for officials
responsible for implementing relevant national laws.

3. Prepare practical guidelines and manuals which include basic summaries of
international human rights norms and standards for staff working in the human rights-
related sectors.

4. Strengthen the technical cooperation between. the Parties in order to develop the role of
the judiciary in the protection of human rights through, inter alia, organization of
symposia on the role of the judiciary in the protection of human rights.

5. Prepare and organize seminars, conferences, courses and specialized workshops in the
field of human rights for the benefit of staff working in different sectors related to the
human rights field, and for civil society organizations in the Kingdém. '

6. Organize and hold meetings between human rights experts and the Commission,
judiciai bodies and competent authorities in the Kingdom, in order to develop working
methods that ensure the protection of human rights, including United Nations principles
relevant to the national institutions and the preparation of the Kingdom’s petiodic
reports in accordance with its international obligations.

7. Provide the Commission with techmical assistance, publications, research and
information with regards to conferences, mectings and workshops in areas covered by

this Memorandum.

Article 3

1. Cooperation in the fields referred to in this Memorandum shall be implemented through

programmes and projects agreed upon by the Parties. o
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months of the signature date of this Memorandum. The programme shall be evaluated
at least two months before the end of the year. The Parties may decide to review the
Work Plan in light of the results of the evaluation,

3. Reference is hereby made to Article 7 below, all programmes and projects implemented
pursuant to this Memorandum shall be evaluated at least six months prior to the

expiration of this Memorandum.
Article 4

The Parties shall agree on the funding needed for the implementation of the programmes
and projects referred to in this Memorandum, taking into consideration their respective
resources and regulations. The Commission shall contribute to the Office of the High
Commissioner funds, to cover the agreed-upon annual budget in order to implement the
foregoing programmes and projects, these funds will be transferred by the Commission to
the account of the Office of the High Commissioner at the beginning of each year, the
Office of the High Commissioner shall submit a financial report to the Commission at the

beginning of the following year, according to the United Nations rules and financial

regulations.

Article 5

The Office of the High Commissioner staff, experts, as well as experts on mission and other
officials affiliated with the Office of the High Commissioner, and their funds and properties
shall benefit from and enjoy privileges, immunities, and exemptions status that are accorded

to personnel of any United Nations ehtity accredited in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
Article 6

This Memorandum shall enter into force on the day of its signature by the Parties and the

completion of formal procedures in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,

Article 7

This Memorandum shall remain in effect for a period of three years beginning on the date of

its entry into force. It shall be renewed automatically for another period of three years, or
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any other period, unless either party glves writtén notice of termination at least six months

prior to the expiration date of this Memorandum.
Article 8

In the event of expiration of this Memorandum, the Parties shall continue to work together

to finalise the implementation of the outstanding programmes and projects, until their

completion.

This Memorandum has been concluded in the city of Geneva on 27 June 2012,
corresponding to 7 Shabaan 1433, in two original copies in Arabic and two original copies

in English.

For For

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia The Office of the High Commissioner
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Dr. Bandar Bin Mohammad Al-Aiban

President of the Human Rights Commission High Commissioner forFiimanRights
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